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Secretary’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 

It has certainly been a busy summer.  

It was with great sadness that we said “Goodbye” to 
Alastair Clark at the end of July. Alastair was very much a central part 
of the fellowship at Park and always involved in so many areas. He was 
always willing to give his time to help others and always there with a 
helpful word or a listening ear. He will be missed.  

I am sure many of you have been away or had a break over the 
summer. Carole and I were lucky enough to enjoy another cruise, this 
time to the Baltic. I am sure I am able to bore you for hours with the 
details if you ask me.  

During the cruise we visited St Petersburg in Russia and were able to do 
a tour visiting some of the impressive Palaces and Churches. The art 
work in the Russian Orthodox churches is staggeringly beautiful and 
covers every surface. The icons and all the gold is unbelievable.  It is an 
incredible sight.   

A few days later we visited Skagen, a port at the northern tip of 
Denmark. There we visited another Church this time a Lutheran Church 
(the national church of Denmark). It was a very plain structure with 
simple architecture and a simple steeple. Inside was plain white walls, 
white pews and plain wooden floor. A single painting hung above a 
plain wooden communion table.  

The contrast between what we saw there and what we saw in Russia 
was huge. This comes back to theology and  where we come from and 
our understanding of Church.  

In Orthodox theology when you enter a church you are exposed to a 
foretaste of heaven. Heaven is paved in gold you are surrounded by 
images of saints and important biblical characters. Pictures of bible 
stories cover the walls.  

In contrast the plain and unadorned look of Lutheran or Reformed 
churches, like our own show a more reserved attitude. Sacred art is 
certainly not forbidden in Reformed churches but is generally more 
restrained. I found it quite interesting to consider much of what we 
expect to see in churches says a lot about the traditions  we have 
come from.  
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I think it is important to remember where we have come from as it gives 
us a clearer understanding of the direction we should go.  

We shouldn’t ever dwell in the past or crave to return to what we think 
might have been something better but we must move forward not 
forgetting who and whose we are. 

Roger.   

Church Family News 

As the holiday season draws to a close, we ask 
for God’s blessing on all those who are still away, 
or have been away, or have had a break from 
work or studies, and pray that they will have 
enjoyed a time of rest and refreshment.  

We congratulate Solaya Wambua on her A-level results. 

We pray for Phebe Mann and David Wong as Phebe makes some 
decisions on her future plans. 

We pray for Alan Pritchard, who has now returned home and is 
recovering from his fall. 

We are pleased to pass on greetings from our former minister Robert 
Weston. Zie and Enala Bhebhe visited Robert and Suzy at their retreat in 
Devon in July, and they send their love and good wishes to everyone at 
Park.  

 We send our love and congratulations to Becky Joyce, who 
celebrated a special birthday on July 13th, and we thank Becky for all 
that she continues to do for the church in her role as Centre Manager. 

We also congratulate Roger and Carole Clark’s son Nick and his wife 
Roberta. Roger received a phone call to say that Nick and Rob were 
getting married – this was a complete surprise but was the way the 
couple wanted their special day to be. We ask for God’s blessing on all 
the family at this time.  

We remember those who, with Roger Clark, were at the Wessex 
Summer Camp near Farnborough. We also pray for our own Brownies 
and their leaders, who have been spending the weekend on a narrow 
boat on the Kennet and Avon Canal. We hope they all had a fabulous 
time. 
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We pray for members of our Scout Group who have been really busy 
over the summer months. Two Explorer Scouts have been attending the 
World Scout Jamboree in West Virginia, whilst a group of leaders and 
Scouts from Park, including Group Scout Leader Tony Phillips, other 
leaders Cam Jaramillo and Katie Hobbs, and Explorer Scouts Rosie Lock 
and Eva Cramer, were in Uganda as part of a Berkshire Scouts 
international community programme known as ‘Project Africa’.  140 
Scouts and leaders from Berkshire have been working at 3 rural 
Ugandan primary schools for 3 weeks. We ask for God’s blessing on the 
project and pray particularly for Mick Stocks from our own 
congregation – Mick is the Chair and founder of Project Africa.  

We pray for all those students who have recently received exam results 
hoping that they have received what they hoped for. And we pray for 
all those returning to studies, or beginning their studies in a new 
location, that they will be filled with enthusiasm and confidence. 

The summer months saw the Pearl Wedding with Simon and Jenny King, 
Rod and Carrie King, and Kate and Patrick Naylor celebrating 30 years 
of marriage - we send our love and congratulations.  

We continue to remember in our prayers Ruth Clark and her family, 
following the uplifting thanksgiving service in August for Alastair’s life.   

We pray for those who are ill and remember particularly Rose Byatt, 
whose mother is unwell at the moment. We also pray for others 
affected by ill-health or continuing to recover from or receive 
treatment, including Olive Goodchild, Andrea Dewing, Dave and 
Jenny Jones, Pat Fuller, and Hilary Campbell.  

Carrie 
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Letters 

Dear Friends, 

I am so very grateful for all the support, love and 
friendship you have given me in recent days 
following the death of my dear Alastair. 

Thank you very much for your cards, letters and phone calls it has been 
such a tremendous help to me during these early days of adjusting to 
living on my own after 55 years of a happy and contented marriage.  

Thank you also for coming to the service of thanksgiving for Alastair’s 
life, which was so well attended by both our families, the Park family 
and our many friends and neighbours. 

God bless you all. 

Ruth 

A Thank You Letter from the URC Treasurers 

‘Thank You’ for what you help us achieve together in God’s name 

The purpose of this letter is to say ‘thank you’ to each and every one of 
you for all that you do for the Church and, especially, for your help in 
raising over £19 million in 2018 for the URC Ministry and Mission Fund.  

For Christians, any giving of ours is in response to the amazing generosity 
of God in pouring out his love through the life death and resurrection of 
Jesus and through his risen life in the world and the church today, 
through the Holy Spirit.  

Nevertheless, it is important to say ‘thank you’. 

The United Reformed Church is like a big family – about 46,000 
members in 1,400 churches served by just under 400 ministers. In any 
thriving family, the members support each other and want the best for 
each other. In the URC, we are all seeking to ‘Walk the way: live the life 
of Jesus today’ – and to enable others to do so as well. 

For most of us, this idea of the church as family is most easily seen in the 
life of our own local church. That is where we regularly worship God 
and also seek to serve our own community and share God’s love with 
them.  
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There are 1,400 different ways in which this is happening and a colossal 
amount of worshipping and witnessing and working for the kingdom 
happening in URC congregations across our three nations.  Thank you 
for all you do for the kingdom in your local churches. 

A crucial part of what your local church does, like any family, is support 
you in all that you do in your daily lives. That is where we all ‘Walk the 
way’.  Thank you for all you do for the kingdom in your daily 
discipleship. 

But the wider family of the United Reformed Church is more than the 
sum of its parts. We belong to each other under God and through our 
sharing of resources as well as burdens, opportunities as well as 
challenges, we achieve more together. You can get a flavour of this 
from the reports of the last Mission Council on the URC website – from 
new resources for Pilots and children to disinvesting in fossil fuels; from 
the challenge to be better at safeguarding to the need for a new 
General Secretary.  

Thank you for all you do for the kingdom through the wider Church, 
including your giving which enables your church to give to the Ministry 
and Mission Fund. 

You might ask ‘how much should I give?’ That is a matter for you. The 
Church has sometimes suggested 5% of after tax income, but that is 
only a guide. If your church is looking at ‘Holy habits’ then one of those 
covers giving. If not, there are other resources on the stewardship 
pages of the URC website. 

The URC Finance Committee is responsible for the oversight of the 
finances of the central United Reformed Church. Each year, our local 
churches raise almost £20 million for the Ministry and Mission Fund. Over 
80% of this money is used to pay for stipendiary ministers and church 
related community workers and their training. 

For a long time, the number of ministers in the United Reformed Church 
has been falling at roughly the same rate as the number of church 
members. What has fallen more dramatically over the years has been 
the average size of URC congregations – now around 35.  

So, the challenge which is exercising people across the Church is not so 
much a shortage of ministers, but how to make the best use of the 
ministers we have got in the context of small, often widely dispersed, 
congregations. 
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It is an extraordinary demonstration of commitment and generosity that 
the average giving per member to the Ministry and Mission Fund 
continues to go up each year. Although the number of URC members 
has been going down by a few per cent each year, the total amount 
raised has been going down much more slowly.  

The total raised in 2018 was less than 0.5% lower than the total for 2017. 
These contributions are voluntary but they are not optional.  

They are an expression of our commitment to each other. The United 
Reformed Church could not function without them.  Thank you for your 
church’s contribution to the Ministry and Mission Fund. NB: the 
contribution to the Ministry and Mission Fund requested from each local 
church is a matter for its Synod. The central Church is not directly 
involved. 

If you have any questions or comments arising from this letter then 
please speak to your church treasurer, who has been provided with 
more detailed information. If they are not able to help then they will get 
in touch with the finance team at Church House. 

Ian Hardie URC Treasurer             
John Piper URC Deputy Treasurer 
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For Alastair… 

When we walk in 
the high hills and 
moorland,  

with the skylarks 
singing and the sun 
shining warm on our 
backs, 

when we hear of 
the challenges of 
climbing Snowdon, 
Tryfan, Crib Goch 
and Haystacks, 

of glorious views 
through the morning mist to far horizons, 
 
that’s when we’ll remember him. 
and we’ll look back with love, and we’ll smile. 
  
When we taste freshly dug vegetables  
or home grown fruit picked from the trees 
when we admire a lovingly tended garden 
that’s when we’ll remember him. 
and we’ll look back with love, and we’ll smile. 
  
When we hear the roar of a vintage Routemaster 
or perhaps a green and orange Glasgow Corporation bus  
when we talk of a life-long love of buses and trams 
and see the immaculate collections of models 
that’s when we’ll remember him 
and we’ll look back with love, and we’ll smile. 
  
When we enjoy the freedom of the road on two wheels, 
with the wind behind us and a long run downhill 
that’s when we’ll remember him. 
and we’ll look back with love, and we’ll smile 
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When we hear of times in life when the road was uphill, 
and dark clouds drifted across the sky  
we can remember the slow, steady progress, 
that let the light shine bright again, 
that’s when we’ll remember him, 
and we’ll look back with love, and we’ll smile. 
  
When we remember a willingness to serve 
of toddlers orange squash served, of dishes washed, of boilers stoked,  
of Communion served, of no rota left unfilled 
that’s when we’ll remember him. 
and we’ll look back with love, and we’ll smile. 
  
When we see fading photos of family and friends  
with ever-changing fashions but unchanging smiles 
we'll think of laughter shared and a quiet, unconditional love for us all 
that’s when we’ll remember him 
and we’ll look back with love, and we’ll smile. 
  
and when we think of 55 years of devoted marriage, 
of a quiet, gentle love, 
from a quiet, gentle man. 
we’ll remember him, 
and we’ll give You our thanks, O Lord, for Alastair, 
 
as we look back with love, and smile. 
  
Amen 

Rod 



page 11 

 

Holiday Forum 2019  - ‘A story waiting to be told’ 

I have just returned from Swanwick in Derbyshire where the URC Holiday 
Forum takes place. About 100 of us from all over the UK gathered here 
at the Hayes Christian conference centre to enjoy teaching, worship 
and workshops along with a crowd of enthusiastic and excited children 
and young people.  

Richard Becher who used to be at St Andrew’s in Reading but who is 
now at Broadway in the Cotswolds led us through our reflective time on 
the above theme saying: 

“There are many unfinished stores of people’s lives in the Bible that will 
never be known – unless we use our imagination and try to tell them. In 
telling them we can find ourselves in the characters and experience 
and so bring a fresh understanding to scripture today. 

In imagining what hasn’t been told we might write some of our own 
experience into the stories so that when are told they will encourage 
and inspire. YOUR story is waiting to be told so find it and tell it …. 

Why are we waiting when the roots of faith are ready to be nurtured 
and the foundation of truth laid for us to build on? 

It is true that history cannot be changed but our understanding of 
history can be changed so we make a better future. “ 

This was part of Richard’s introductory talk honing in on the ‘reluctant 
Simon’ Matthew 27:32, ‘Lost Business’ Mark 11 15-18 and many other 
examples relating to our lives today. 

Richard has a background of being a journalist and he also showed his 
film on the Windrush generation followed by discussion during the 
week. He also changed the words of the popular book “We’re going 
on a bear hunt” to ‘We’re going on a God hunt’ which was humorous 
but had a deeper meaning. 

The worship time in the morning was always with an emphasis on what 
the children would like with action songs and sharing the simple 
message before they went and joined their own groups.  

During the week there is a variety concert when all those interested in 
performing can take part and various fun activities. There is a healing 
service and communion as well as a time to meet the moderator who 
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for us this year was Nigel Ugden, where we were encourage to ask 
questions. 

There was a long walk for those feeling energetic and a visit to 
Chatsworth House which was just amazing as well as music/choir, craft 
and film and photography workshops.  

There is too much to mention in such a short piece for the magazine 
but I must say, the strong feeling of love and fellowship among all the 
attendees envelopes one like a warm blanket as we renew 
acquaintances, hear of those, and share our concerns in a safe and 
secure place.  

This year Laurence Moore was making a film of the highlights and of 
those talking about what it meant to them to be able to come to 
Holiday Forum.  It is hoped this will be shown at General Assembly but 
churches individually will be able to obtain copies and show in their 
churches so that more people may be able to visit and enjoy Holiday 
Forum.  

 2020 is already planned and next year we have John Bell who will lead 
the reflective time. I am sure many will remember the excitement when 
he came to Reading some years ago.  He is always in great demand 
and although based at Iona spends many months travelling all over the 
world, spreading God’s message through music and song.           

If anyone wants to know more or see some of the excellent material 
prepared by Richard please see me.   

Gaye 
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Update on Visiting Preachers during Vacancy 

Thank you, again, to all who have led worship or have put their names 
down to lead worship later on in the year. I hope you agree that we 
are continuing to have a wonderful variety of interesting services.  

The Pulpit Plan is now completely full until the end of this year.  Also, I 
have started on the Pulpit Plan from January to June of next year and 
already have the first 6 weeks filled plus a couple of other dates later 
on.   

Please see below the updated list for the next two months: 

September 

 1st September: Roger Clark 
 8th September: Colin Ferguson 
 15th September: Rev Robert Barthram 
 22nd September: Rebecca Bullard 
 29th September: Simon King (Harvest) 

October 

 6th October: Chris & Yvette Gayford (Roger leading 
Communion) 

 13th October: Tim & Frances Lancaster 
 20th October: Rev Sue Cossey 
 27th October: Michael Penny 

Roger and I would love to hear from anyone who thinks they could 
lead or help with a service next year.   

Many thanks, 

Julia  
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Sanctuary Hosting 

Sanctuary Hosting matches homeless asylum seekers, refugees and 
vulnerable migrants (guests) to people in the community (hosts) with 
spare rooms and open hearts, to stay for free for an agreed period of 
time.   

Since its beginnings in 2015, Sanctuary Hosting has made available over 
17,080 nights to homeless asylum seekers and refugees across the 
Thames Valley and through hosts' kind-heartedness has 
accommodated 83 sanctuary seekers who otherwise would be 
homeless. With the help of funding from the Big Lottery, the scheme 
expanded in 2016 to run across the Thames Valley, we now have hosts 
in Oxford, Milton Keynes and Reading.  

The service is entirely reliant on the generosity and time of our volunteer 
hosts and support workers, who help each placement to be safe and 
run smoothly. Sanctuary Hosting is effectively a platform for the 
community to make the Thames Valley a welcoming place for 
sanctuary seekers. 

Could you offer your time, skills and passion to making a direct tangible 
difference through humanitarian action, as well as challenging injustice 
on a global scale?  If so we want to hear from you! You can find out 
more on our website. 

CAP Life Skills course 

Money impacts all areas of our lives: what we can or can’t afford, our 
relationships, what we eat, our health and wellbeing and much more.  

If you want to stay on top of your household bills, see your money go 
further, eat well on a budget or grow in self-confidence, then CAP Life 
Skills is for you! 

Free 7 week course. Next course starts on Weds 2nd October 10:30 - 
13:00 at  Woodley Hill House, Eastcourt Avenue, RG6 1HH. For more 
information contact Kate Bond - katebond@capuk.org or 07419 
740693. 
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Safeguarding Officer Vacancy 

Closing date: Midnight, Friday 23 August 2019. Interview date: 
Wednesday, 11 September 2019 

Responsible to: The Thames North and Southern Synod Moderators. 
Area: London and surrounding areas, mainly within the M25 

Salary: £34 000 per annum Full time 

The United Reformed Church is seeking to appoint a Safeguarding 
Officer to lead the promotion of, the development of and the 
implementation of safeguarding knowledge, policy and practice within 
the Thames North and Southern Synods and associated organisations. 
You will provide timely and effective advice and support in respect of 
concerns arising about the protection of adults, young people and 
children at risk. 

You will lead, promote and record all safeguarding and safeguarding 
training activity within the Synods. You will require appropriate social 
care, education and/or legal-based qualifications. 

Please request for an application pack by email to Colleen Fraser at 
modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk. Please note that CVs are not 
accepted. This post will be subject to an enhanced DBS check. Please 
note that this is a home-based post. 

Reading at Work Event 

Reading at Work and ICF present Faith, Work and Christian Discipleship, 
An Introduction to ICF’s small group study series with John Weaver & Phil 
Jump.  

Monday 9th September 2019 6.00 - 8.00pm Greyfriars Church, Friar 
Street, Reading RG1 1EH. 

More details at www.readingatwork.org 

In the News 

Churches dismayed as EU ministers fail to strike search and rescue deal 
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Church representatives from across Europe have expressed 
disappointment at the failure of EU ministers in agreeing any 
arrangement for search 
and rescue in the 
Mediterranean. 

At the EU interior ministers’ 
meeting in Helsinki on 18 
July, further discussions 
and proposals for a 
temporary arrangement 
were also postponed until 
September. 

Dr Torsten Moritz, General Secretary of the Churches’ Commission for 
Migrants in Europe (CCME) – of which the United Reformed Church is a 
member – expressed dismay at the results. 

“Once again, EU ministers have failed in agreeing on even the most 
minimal solutions for search and rescue in the Mediterranean. While 
they talk, people die in desperation at sea,” he said. 

“With each one of them, the soul of Europe dies a little bit more. The 
outcome of the ministerial meeting is a slap in the face of Christians, 
who believe in the sanctity of life. Churches across Europe will continue 
their support and involvement in activities in search and rescue of 
human life - an obligation and certainly not a crime.” 

The Revd Christian Krieger, President of the Conference of European 
Churches (CEC), added: “Christians are very concerned about the fate 
of their brothers and sisters in humanity, presently in distress at the 
Mediterranean. The information that the concert plan for humanitarian 
rescue at sea cannot be achieved is incomprehensible and illustrates 
how national political issues prevail over human right values.” 
Recently in a letter to the ministers, heads of the CCME, ACT Alliance EU 
and the CEC strongly stressed the need for safe and regular pathways, 
search and rescue, and fair sharing of responsibility. 

In the letter, these organisations – representing Anglican, Orthodox, 
Protestant and other confessions, as well as specialised Christian 
ministries across Europe – urged the EU ministers of justice and home 
affairs to take quick steps to put an end to the deaths at sea. 
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No-deal Brexit is a massive gamble for the poor say church leaders  

Seven Christian denominations have written an open letter to Boris 
Johnson, the new Prime Minister, expressing concern that a no-deal 
Brexit will hit those living in poverty hard. 

The Church leaders say they have been “compelled” to write to the 
new Prime Minister because of his position that leaving the European 
Union without a deal is acceptable. 

The letter states that “at a time when increasing numbers of families 
have difficulties putting enough food on the table, we believe it is 
irresponsible to consider a course of action that is expected to make 
that situation worse”. 

The Church leaders say that “it is notable that assurances about our 
ability to cope with a no-deal Brexit, while frequent, are yet to be 
supported by substantial evidence” and ask the government to publish 
evidence of the impact a no-deal Brexit will have on disadvantaged 
communities. 

The letter also invites the Prime Minister to visit one of the many social 
actions projects run by churches to support millions of citizens who live 
in poverty. 

The letter is signed by the Revd Nigel Uden and Derek Estill, Moderators 
of the United Reformed Church General Assembly and leaders from the 
Methodist Church of Great Britain, the Baptist Unions of Great Britain, 
Scotland and Wales, the Church of Scotland, the Salvation Army, 
Quakers in Britain and the Scottish Episcopal Church, which together 
have approximately 700,000 members. 
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Youth Assembly and Youth Exec Event 

Youth Assembly for 2020, on the theme of Common Ground: where is 
it?,  is being held at our usual venue of Whitemoor Lakes, Alrewas, Staffs 
from 24 to 26 January 2020.  

Youth Assembly is organised and run by a group of young people, 
known as the Youth Exec. This group is made up of representatives from 
each of the URC's thirteen regional synods together with others elected 
directly by Youth Assembly.  

The Youth Exec carries out the work of the Assembly and advocates the 
needs, interests and views of children, young people and young adults. 
If you are interested in becoming a Youth Rep for your Synod, talk to 
your local CYDO or equivalent.  

As a youth-led organisation, URC Youth runs the URC Youth Facebook 
group as well as having oversight of the URC Youth page on this 
website.  

The URC Youth Assembly Moderators are elected at Youth Assembly. 
Natalie Gibbs and Katie Henderson are sharing the role of Youth 
Assembly Moderator this year, with Reuben Watts as Moderator-elect.  

Seminars of 'Encouragement and Criticism' 

“Encouragement and Criticism” is the title of an afternoon of seminars 
to be held at St. Stephen’s Church, Upper Basildon (RG8 8LS) from 2.30 
to 6.30 on Saturday October 5, 2019. 

They will be led by Michael Penny (Chair of Churches Together in 
Berkshire) and features three other speakers. 

There is plenty of parking at the church and refreshments will be served 
between sessions, and there is no charge as the afternoon is sponsored 
by The Open Bible Trust. 

For further information, please phone Michael on 01491-671357 or email 
admin@obt.org.uk 
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Churches in Reading Drop in Centre 

Many thanks to all who contributed to the food bank’s request for help 
in August with  providing food for the children who would normally 
receive school dinners. This has been gratefully received. 

We shall now return to supporting CIRDIC (Churches in Reading Drop in 
Centre) who will continue to need for supplying homeless/those in poor 
situations.  The plastic box for this will be at the entrance into the church 
underneath the table on the left hand side. Please continue with your 
donations as it makes such a difference. 

Sandwich fillings are always needed e.g. tuna, corned beef as well as 
general food requirements to make dinners. Shower gel and shampoo 
is also welcome as they have a facility for a shower or bath there. 
Towels, and new men’s socks and underwear they cannot have too 
much of either.  

Gaye 

 Lakeside Songs of Praise 

Everyone is welcome to join us on every 2nd Wednesday of the month 
at Lakeside Care Home for these Songs of Praise Services from 2.30 – 
3.30 pm. 

 11th September 
 9th October 
 13th November 
 11th December 

The residents really enjoy our visits and it would be lovely if you feel you 
could join Roger, Simon, Linda and me sometimes, especially to sit with 
the residents and boost the singing.  Please sign in at the Care Home 
reception desk on arrival. 

Many thanks, 

Julia 
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Human Flow 

Ai Weiwei's film ‘Human Flow’ is showing on 7.30pm, Wednesday 4 
September at RISC, 35 - 39 London Street, Reading RG1 4PS.   

Over 65 million people around the world have been forced from their 
homes to escape famine, climate change and war in the greatest 
human displacement since World War II. This magisterial film examines 
the staggering scale of the refugee crisis and its profound personal 
human impact.  
For more information: Jackie Oversby 07745310794 

Managing Stress and Burnout  

Managing Stress and Burnout – caring for our mental health seminar 
with speaker: Chris Ledger, Counsellor and Author on Saturday 21st 
September, 9.30am – 3.30pm. Venue: Greyfriars Church, Friar Street, 
Reading, RG1 1EH. Please book in advance with £10 payable on the 
day (Concessions £5) via 
www.greyfriars.org.uk/events/event/managing-stress/ Light 
refreshments are provided, but bring your own lunch. No parking on 
site. 

10 Days of Prayer  

10 Days of Prayer - an invitation to God’s people in Reading to stop, 
pray and seek God for our town during the 10 days from 29th 
September (evening) to 9th October (evening).  

We’d love individuals, groups, churches, businesses, and organisations 
to be involved in whatever way they choose, as we aim to cover the 
town in 24-7 prayer.  

Sign up via the website to pray where you are, or at the 10 Days prayer 
room at Abbey Baptist Church. Perhaps consider hosting a prayer and 
worship gathering during these 10 days. See the website 
https://www.10daysofprayer.info and our Facebook page 
10daysreading for details of what’s going on. Do chat to Fiona Pollard 
about how you might get involved, or email 
10daysreading@gmail.com 
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Elder’s Prayer 

God of all nations, 
When we hear of wars, tsunamis, fires, 
Our hearts are stirred by each event. 
Since we are saddened by such things, 
How much must You lament ! 

When there’s division in a church, 
Which says it gathers in Your name. 
When Christians are intolerant, 
How great must be Your shame. 

When children now as young as four 
Take knives when entering school, 
And others come in nappies, 
Your tears must form a pool. 

When we’re impatient, wanting You to act 
To bring a Minister our way. 
Help us to trust You, loving Lord, 
And let You have Your way. 

Now summer holidays are nearly done, 
We pray for safe return of those not yet arrived. 
We ask that those who’ve not been away 
May not feel deprived. 

We pray for those who are grieving still. 
Please comfort and support. 
For those unwell in mind or body, 
Guide us to help them as we ought. 

For all of us who gather here, 
And seek to know Your will, 
Help us to serve You better, Lord, 
And love You better still. 
In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 

Elizabeth Knox 
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Church Contacts 

Minister ..................................... still in vacancy 

Church Secretary .................... Roger Clark   
   
  e-mail:  churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Assistant Church Secretary .... Simon & Jenny King  

Treasurer: ..................................  Yvette Gayford   

Assistant Treasurer ...................  Rod King  

F & GP Chairman ..................... Tim Lancaster   

Centre Manager:  ...................  Becky Joyce 
  phone:  0845 463 6426 
  e-mail:  centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor ...................... Rod King 
  e-mail:  editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: ...................... www.parkurc.org.uk 

Facebook:www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  

Weekend Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
 10.30 am Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
 10.30 am Holy Communion (1st Sunday) 
 1pm Pentecostal Worship Group  
 1pm International Believers Church 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship  
 various Progress Theatre 
   
Saturday 9am Allenova Ballet School 
 9:30am Reading Seventh Day Adventist Group 
 10am Parenthesis Choir 
 4pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 various Progress Theatre (all day) 
 ad hoc NCT (afternoons) 
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Weekday Activities at Park 

Monday  various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 9:30am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5:30pm Beavers 
 6:45pm Cubs 
 7:30pm CODA/CODA Step  
 7:30pm Housegroup 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Tuesday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 9am HappyFeet Footcare (monthly) 
 2pm U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 2:15pm Friendship Club 
 4pm Dancercise 
 7:30pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7:30pm Badminton (Sept – March) 
 7:30pm Housegroup 
 8:15pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Wednesday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 10am Morning Prayers 
 10am Embroiders Guild (monthly) 
 10am Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session) 
 12pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 3pm WEA Education Services 
 7:30pm Scouts 
 7:30pm Mostly G&S (2nd and 4th Wednesday)  
 8pm ACO (2nd Wednesday) 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Thursday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 2pm U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thursday of the month) 
 5pm Rainbows 
 5:45pm Brownies 
 7:15pm Guides 
 7:45pm Explorer Scouts 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Friday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 3:45pm Reading Children’s Counselling Services 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
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